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Synopsis

CultureShock! Laos points you on the right path to appreciating the culture and customs of this
land-locked nation. Discover the impact of its five immediate neighbours on the land and see how
LaosA¢a —-4,¢ wartime history and the time spent as a French protectorate in the late 19th century
have influenced the peopleA¢a —4a,¢s way of life. This book covers everythingA¢a -4 «from the
difference between the 132 officially recognised ethnic groups to the reverence accorded to
Buddhist monksA¢a -4 *to provide a shortcut to understanding the Lao. Practical information on
settling down, engaging domestic help as well as how to behave in various business scenarios
make CultureShock! Laos essential reading for anyone going there for the long haul. Last but not
least, kick back and enjoy as we highlight the best of the countryA¢a -4,¢s arts, heritage and

cultural offerings and recreational activities.
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Customer Reviews

| have bought several of these books to prepare for visiting other countries, and they are always
spot on. If you enjoy knowing a bit of background before you travel, and don’t want to be an ugly

tourist, check these books. This one, on Laos, was a wealth of information on customs and beliefs.



My trip was more enjoyable for having read it.

Lots of great information. Author covers all the necessary areas to help understand the Lao people

and culture. Minimize culture shock by reading this book before you come to Laos

Good and surprising background info.

This was a great read. It will make my time in Laos so much more interesting.

Everything important has yet been said in the synopsis written by very expert people.For every real
traveller going to a foreign country, especially an exotic one, the CultureShock Book is a real
Must-Read.This series is a precious adviser on almost everything a "Stranger in a Strange Land"
has to know... and then to live in the country that we enter.Especially in the Asian countries where
the "Face" and its very easy loss because of misbehaviour, mostly unwilling - these books are a real
well of knowledge.The most important informations are often in the "Religion" department - the most
obvious are: No Shoes on Temple Grounds, the Right Dress Code for Men and Women, Women
have to Stay Away from the Monks, the Donations etc...)So | can only confirm: the Culture Shock
Book about Laos has been very, but very very helpful for me on my voyages.The "lessons" are very
entertaining too, there are language hints, there is a Traveller's Quiz at the end, and history, mostly
a very dry department, is also not too boring :)Like | said: A very Must-Read for every responsable
and interested traveller!PS: | have my first edition of the CultureShock Laos of 1997 - 208 pages -
now there are 320! And reading both books parallel was very interesting because of the changing in

S0 many departments :)

Everything important has yet been said in the synopsis written by very expert people.But | want to
add some of my personal experiences, too.For every real traveller going to a foreign country,
especially an exotic one, the CultureShock Book is a real Must-Read.This series is a precious
adviser on almost everything a "Stranger in a Strange Land" has to know... and then to live in the
country that we enter.Especially in the Asian countries where the "Face" and its very easy loss
because of misbehaviour, mostly unwilling - these books are a real well of knowledge.The most
important informations are often in the "Religion" department - the most obvious are: No Shoes on
Temple Grounds, the Right Dress Code for Men and Women, Women have to Stay Away from the

Monks, the Donations etc...)So | can only confirm: the Culture Shock Book about Laos has been



very, but very very helpful for me on my voyages.The "lessons" are very entertaining too, there are
language hints, there is a Traveller's Quiz at the end, and history, mostly a very dry department, is
also not too boring :)Like | said: A very Must-Read for every responsable and interested
traveller!PS: | have my first edition of the CultureShock Laos of 1997 - 208 pages - now there are
320! And reading both books parallel was very interesting because of the changing in so many

departments :)
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